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I claim: 



! A keyword associated with data contained in a file storage system, comprising: 
a parameter comprising a first portion of the keyword, the parameter 
5 identiry.ngthedatMheparameterdescribinga.anribnteofmedat.and ^ 
a parameter value comprising a second poruon of the keyword, 
parameter value being based upon the data. 

2 . The keyword of claim 1, wherein the parameter is user-defined. 

3. ThekeywordofclaimUwhereintheparameterandtheparametervalueare 
linked as a contiguous text string. 

15 units of measurement for the parameter value. 

5 . Theueywordofdaimi.fnrthercomprisingapointer.thcpointercomprisinga 

third portion of the keyword, the pointer pointing to the data. 

6 Thekeywordofc.atmS.funhercompnsingapiuralityofkeywordstheW 
o^eywordsheinganmdexofthedatapomtedtobyoneormorepointerscontamedwtthtnat 

20 least one of the plurality of keywords. 

7 . Th e k eywordofc,aiml,whereinthedatacontainedin.hefi,es.oragesys«emis 

semi-structured data. 

8 . xneUeywordofclaimV.whereinthedataeontmnedinthefilestoragesystemis 
hypertext data. 
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9. The keyword of claim 1, wherein the data contained in the file storage system is 
unstructured data. 

10. The keyword of claim 9, wherein the data contained in the file storage system is 
text data. 

5 11 Thekeywordofclaiml,whereinthekeywordisafirstkeyword,thedata 

contained in the file storage system is first data contained in the file storage system and the 
parameter is a first parameter, further comprising a second keyword, the second keyword 
associated with second data contained in the file storage system, the second keyword havmg a 
second parameter, the second parameter no. being a parameter of the first data contained m the 
10 file storage system. 

12 A method for creating an index of keywords, the keywords associated with data 
contained in a file storage system, the keywords each having a parameter and a parameter value, 
the parameter describing an attribute of the data, the parameter value being based upon the data, 

comprising: 
15 parsing the data; 

collecting a keyword from the data; 

creating an index entry by associating with the keyword a pointer to the 
data upon which the parameter value for the keyword is based; and 
creating a list of index entries. 
20 13 The method of claim 12 including multiple instances of a given keyword 

appearing in the data, wherein creating an index entry further composes creating a single mdex 
entry for each keyword, the index entry comprising the keyword and one or more pointers to data 
contained in the file storage system. 

14. In a file storage system having an index of keywords, each keyword having a 
25 parameter and a parameter value, a method of searching for data, comprising: 
receiving a search criterion, 

comparing the search criterion with the keywords in the index, and 
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presenting the results &om the comparing step. 
15 The method of claim 14, wherein the search cnterion fitrther comprises any 

aefmedtn the data contained in the file storage system, the nnits designator mdtcatmg 

units of measurement for the search criterion parameter value. 

16 . Th emethodofclaiml4,whereincomparing.hesearchcriterionwi,h,he 

10 keyword further comprises: 

representing the search criterion as a contiguous text stnng, and 

comparing the contiguous text string with the keyword, using Boolean logtc. 

17 The method of data ,4, wherein the search criterion further comprises a 

15 the parameter. 

18 The me,hodofc.aiml4,whereinmckeywordfurthercomprisesaunits 

the parameter value. 

19 . Th eme,hodofc,aiml4,whereinmeda,acon,ainedin,hemes,ora g esys.emis 

20 semi-structured data. 

20 . The method of data 19, wherein the data contained in the file storage system is 
hypertext data. 

21 . The method of claim 14, wherein the data contained in the file storage system is 
unstructured data. 
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22 . r*^«~-*^«^>*••~-~* Mm ^~'* m, ' 



text data. 



jj. The method of claim 14, wherein me parameter is user-defined. 

24 ThemethodofelaimH.whereintheUeywordisafirst^ord.heda, 

associatedwithseeonddataeonta.nedmthefilestorag ontained in the 

second parameter, the seeond parameter no, bemg a parameter of the 
file storage system. 

comprising: 

reading the data from the file storage system, and 
writing a value based upon the data into a data field. 

a row and a column. 

Th e method ofc.a,m 25, wherem the datafteidhasaoolnmnidentifierandarow 



27. 

identifier. 

20 28 • The 

parameter 



m e,hod of e.aim 27, wherein the eo.umn identifier is associated with the 



29 ^emethodofclaimZT.whereintherowidentifierisassocatedwiththedat, 
30 . ^methodofCaim^.whereinthedatacontainedinafilesystemtnCndesa 



document. 
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31 . The method of claim 30, wherein the row identifier is associated with the 
document. 

32. ThemethodofdaimlS.whereinftevaluebaseduponthedatafcrthercomprises 
the parameter value. 

33. Themethodofclaim25,wheremthevaluebaseduponthedatafurthercomprises 
the data contained in the file storage system. 
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